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The Legon Law Journal1
Vol. 1, No. 1, January, 1962
Alliterative and highly literate, a new legal publication has been born. The
first issue of the Legon Law Journal, dated January, 1962, comprises twenty-
three mimeographed pages.2 Conventional legal British typeset on the blue
paper cover is broken by a half-moon configuration of the title.
The Editors are students from among the seventy now studying in the Law
Department of the University of Ghana, where the first class will graduate in
1963. Professor John H. A. Lang, until recently Head of the Department
and long the imaginative proponent of such a publication, writes in his fore-
word, "It is particularly a matter for congratulation that this journal should
follow the tradition set by the leading American Law Schools and be edited
and published by the students . . . [who] will always strive after the high
standards set by the Harvard Law Review and the Yale Law Review [sic]
and other similar periodicals."
The Editorial Committee appears to have been elected by the University
Law Students Association. Finances have curtailed Notes and Comments on
cases. Student writing so far is an editorial, a book review and two news items.
Contributors of articles are, in addition to Professor Lang, LL.B. (Lon-
don), Dr. B. J. Pooley, M.A., LL.B. (Cantab), S.J.D. (Michigan), Lecturer
1. The Journal is indebted to Miss Pauli Murray, LL.B. (Howard), LL.M. (Berkeley),
for bringing The Legon Law Journal to its attention.
2. The Legon Law Journal, Vol. 1, No. 1, Jan., 1962. The following is from the inside
cover:
Editorial Committee 1961-62
L. 0. Cantey .................................................................. Editor
J. K. Kaleo-Bioh ........................................................ Asst. Editor
T. S. Komey ............................................................ Asst. Editor
L. Hesse ........................................................... Business M anager
N. E. Ampere ................................................ Asst. Business Manager
Notes to Contributors
(1) Articles, Notes, etc., should be sent to The Editor (L.L.J.), c/o Law Department,
Legon, Accra.
(2) It is regretted that contributors cannot be paid; but they will receive three copies of
the Journal free of charge.
(3) All matters regarding subscriptions should be addressed to The Business Manager,
/o Mr. L. Hesse, Legon Hall, Legon.
Issues & Subscriptions
Three Issues a Year
Annual Subscription (Ghana) ........ 8/-
Annual Subscription (Overseas) ...... 9/-
THE YALE LAW JOURNAL
of the Law Department and Professor A. C. Kuma, M.A. (Oxford), M.A.,
LL.B. (Dublin), Professor of Law in the University and Member of the
University Council. Articles by Professor Lang on the "Conference on Legal
Education in Africa" (January, 1962, at Accra, Ghana), and Thomas 0. Rose,
LL.B. (Yale), on "Akoto's Case and Article 13," listed on the cover, are
promised in a forthcoming issue. Since Dr. Pooley deals with the new Ghana
Contracts Act and reviews The Constitution and Government of Ghana by
Leslie A. Rubin and Pauli Murray (London, Sweet and Maxwell, Ltd., 1961),
while Professor Kuma comments on the Chieftaincy Act, 1961, and the Arbitra-
tion Act, 1961, it is clear that in its first issue the Journal strikes a nice balance
between politically charged issues and the subtler bread and butter of the law.
The same balance between the technical and controversial is struck by the two
student "News" items, "Law Reporting in Ghana" and "The Special Court."
It is believed that the Legon Law Journal is the second English language
legal periodical to be published in Africa south of the Mediterranean area and
north of the Republic of South Africa. The Sudan Law Journal and Reports,
which is not a student publication, was, until recently, edited by William
Twining, Esq., now of the Law Faculty of the University of East Africa. A third
is planned by Dean Weston and Professor Twining for the latter Faculty, to
be published at Dar es Salaam. It is expected that Carroll Brewster, LL.B.
(Yale), will soon take over the editorship of the Sudan publication, and that
Gilbert Verbit, LL.B. (Yale), and Charles Richards, Jr., LL.B. (Yale), will be
available to assist in carrying forward the Faculty's plan at Dar es Salaam.
It may be hoped that in each of the three publications the potential of stu-
dent work and management will not be shunned out of tradition for fear that
standards might be sacrificed. An important educational value, and more
vigorous publications, can result from close and free faculty-student coopera-
tion.
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